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Abstract 

This research explores the dynamics of identity culture in Southeast Asia, focusing 

on how globalization affects and shapes cultural identities in the region. Using a 

literature review approach, this study analyzes various literature sources to identify 

key themes related to cultural diversity, the influence of globalization, and cultural 

hybridity. Key findings show that Southeast Asia has a rich cultural diversity, with 

each country in the region displaying unique traditions and customs. However, 

globalization brings challenges in the form of cultural homogenization that threatens 

local uniqueness. Nonetheless, Southeast Asian societies also demonstrate 

adaptability through cultural hybridity, reflecting the merger of traditional and global 

elements. This research highlights the importance of preserving local culture while 

participating in the flow of globalization and proposes policies that support cultural 

education as well as the preservation of local heritage. These findings provide new 

insights into how cultural identities in Southeast Asia continue to evolve and 

transform amid global change. 
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INTRODUCTION 
Identity culture in Southeast Asia is a complex phenomenon that reflects the diversity 

of ethnicities, religions, and traditions that exist in the region. Southeast Asia is known as a 

region with a very rich cultural diversity, where various ethnic groups and communities 

coexist and influence each other. In the context of globalization, this identity culture not only 

maintains local uniqueness but also adapts to global influences, creating a unique cultural 

hybridity. This shows that culture in Southeast Asia continues to evolve and transform in line 

with social and economic changes at the regional and global levels (Smith, 2021; Anderson, 

2020). 

In addition, cultural identities in Southeast Asia are also formed through long 

historical interactions with other nations, such as India, China, and Western countries. This 

influence not only enriches the local cultural heritage but also introduces new elements that 

are then integrated into existing cultural identities. For example, the influence of Hindu-

Buddhism from India and the influence of Confucianism from China are profound in shaping 

cultural identities in countries such as Indonesia, Malaysia, and Thailand. In this case, identity 

culture in Southeast Asia reflects the dynamics that continue to move between tradition and 

modernity, between local and global (Reid, 2019; Tarling, 2018). 

However, globalization also brings challenges to the sustainability of cultural identity 

in Southeast Asia. The pressure of global cultural homogenization can threaten the uniqueness 

and diversity of local cultures. Many local cultures are at risk of extinction due to the 

dominance of popular culture spread through global media. For example, local languages in 

some parts of Southeast Asia are beginning to be threatened by global languages, such as the 

United Kingdom, which is now increasingly dominating education and daily communication. 

Therefore, countries in Southeast Asia need to find a balance between maintaining local 

cultural identities and embracing global influences (Goh, 2022; King, 2020). 

On the other hand, globalization also creates new opportunities for the promotion 

and revitalization of local culture. With increasingly sophisticated information and 

communication technology, local cultures in Southeast Asia can be more easily accessed and 
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promoted to the global stage. Southeast Asia's cultural, traditional arts and local culinary 

festivals are now increasingly internationally recognized, which in turn can increase global 

awareness of the region's cultural uniqueness. This shows that globalization is not always a 

threat but can also be an effective tool to strengthen and promote cultural identity in 

Southeast Asia (Hall, 2021; Nguyen, 2019). 

Ultimately, the cultural identity in Southeast Asia is a reflection of the long history of 

intercultural interaction, as well as the ability of the region's peoples to adapt and thrive in 

the face of the challenges and opportunities presented by globalization. The study of identity 

culture in Southeast Asia is important not only to understand how this culture is formed but 

also how it continues to change and evolve in an increasingly connected world (Thompson, 

2020; Yao, 2018). 

 

METHOD 

This study uses a literature review approach to analyze the dynamics of identity culture 

in Southeast Asia. The literature review method was chosen because it provides an in-depth 
understanding of the topic being researched through a critical study of various relevant 

sources, both in the form of books, journal articles, and previous research reports. In this 

context, a literature review not only serves to summarize existing knowledge but also to 

identify gaps in the literature and offer a new perspective on identity culture in Southeast Asia. 

The process of collecting data in this literature review was carried out through 

systematic searches in various academic databases, such as Google Scholar, JSTOR, and 

ProQuest, with relevant keywords such as "Southeast Asian identity culture," "globalization 

and cultural identity," and "historical influence on culture in Southeast Asia." Only sources 

published within the last 20 years are considered, except for classics that are considered 

fundamental in this field. By limiting itself to the latest sources, this study aims to present an 

up-to-date analysis and reflect the latest developments in identity culture studies in Southeast 

Asia (Hart, 2018; Torraco, 2016). 

In the literature selection process, each article or book is evaluated based on its 

relevance, credibility, and contribution to the topic discussed. Relevance is measured by the 

extent to which the source addresses identity culture in Southeast Asia directly or indirectly. 

Credibility is assessed from the quality of the journal or publisher that publishes the work, as 

well as the reputation of the author in this field of study. Contribution is measured by the 

extent to which the source offers new insights or empirical data that can support the analysis 

in this study. This critical approach allows researchers to distill the most useful and significant 

literature to answer research questions (Booth, Sutton, & Papaioannou, 2016; Webster & 

Watson, 2002). 

The data analysis in this literature review is carried out by identifying the main themes 

that emerge from the various literature that has been collected. These themes are then 

analyzed to understand how identity cultures in Southeast Asia are formed, evolved, and 

adapted in the context of globalization. In addition, the researcher also identified academic 

debates that exist in the literature, such as the debate about the influence of globalization on 

homogenization versus cultural diversification. In this way, this study not only provides an 

overview of identity culture in Southeast Asia but also presents a critical analysis that can be 

used as a basis for further research (Snyder, 2019; Tranfield, Denyer, & Smart, 2003). 

 
RESULTS AND DISCUSSION 

This research reveals various important findings related to identity culture in Southeast 

Asia, especially in the context of globalization that continues to grow. From the analysis of 

the literature, it can be seen that the identity culture in this region is not static but dynamic, 

influenced by the interaction between local traditions and global influences. These results are 
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divided into several main themes: cultural diversity, the influence of globalization, and cultural 

hybridity. 

1. Cultural Diversity in Southeast Asia 

Southeast Asia is one of the most culturally diverse regions in the world. Each country 

in the region has a long history and different traditions, which reflect the complexity of the 

existing culture. For example, Indonesia itself has more than 300 ethnic groups with diverse 

languages, customs, and beliefs (Reid, 2019). In Thailand, Buddhism has become one of the 

pillars of a strong national identity, while in Malaysia, the ethnic diversity between Malays, 

Chinese, and Indians has created unique social and cultural dynamics (King, 2020). 

This diversity is also seen in various aspects of daily life, ranging from language, music, 

and dance to culinary. Cultural identities in Southeast Asia are often expressed through 

traditional arts and culture, such as wayang in Indonesia, classical dance in Cambodia, and 

cultural festivals in the Philippines. This tradition not only maintains local cultural heritage but 

also serves as an important tool to strengthen community identity amid rapid social change 

(Smith, 2021). 
However, in the context of globalization, there are concerns that the influence of 

dominant global cultures may erode this cultural diversity. For example, popular culture from 

the West, especially through the media and the internet, has permeated daily life in Southeast 

Asia, which can reduce the uniqueness of local culture (Goh, 2022). This poses a great 

challenge for the people of the region to find a balance between maintaining their cultural 

identity and accepting new elements from the outside. 

2. The Influence of Globalization on Identity Culture 

Globalization has an ambiguous impact on identity culture in Southeast Asia. On the 

one hand, globalization provides opportunities for cultural exchange and introduces Southeast 

Asian culture to the global stage. Information technology, such as the internet and social 

media, has made it possible to spread local cultures to different corners of the world, making 

Southeast Asian culture increasingly known and appreciated at the international level. For 

example, Thailand and Indonesia cuisine is now a favorite in many countries, and UNESCO 

has recognized traditional arts such as batik as a world cultural heritage (Hall, 2021). 

On the other hand, globalization also brings challenges in the form of cultural 

homogenization, where local cultures are at risk of losing their identity due to the dominance 

of global cultures, especially from the West. For example, local languages in some parts of 

Southeast Asia are beginning to be threatened as more and more people switch to using the 

United Kingdom, both in education and daily communication (Nguyen, 2019). In addition, 

Western values and lifestyles, which are often considered more modern, are beginning to 

replace traditional values, which can lead to an identity crisis among the younger generation 

(Thompson, 2020). 

The study found that the reaction to globalization in Southeast Asia varies depending 

on the specific country and community. Some countries, such as Singapore, are actively 

adopting globalization while still retaining elements of their cultural identity. On the other 

hand, countries such as Myanmar and Laos are more protective of their cultures, perceiving 

globalization as a threat to their cultural heritage (Tarling, 2018). 

3. Cultural Hybridity as a Result of Global-Local Interaction 

One of the interesting results of this study is the phenomenon of cultural hybridity 

that emerges as a result of the interaction between local traditions and global influences. This 
hybridity reflects the ability of Southeast Asian people to adapt to change while still maintaining 

their cultural identity. For example, pop music in Indonesia often combines traditional 

elements such as gamelan with global music genres such as hip-hop or rock, creating a unique 

and distinctive form of cultural expression (Yao, 2018). 
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This phenomenon is also seen in architectural styles, fashion, and even in religious 

practices. For example, mosques in Malaysia built in a modern architectural style still retain 

traditional Malay elements, creating a harmonious blend between the old and the new (Smith, 

2021). In the Philippines, local festivals often incorporate Catholic elements with pre-Hispanic 

traditions, reflecting a long history of colonization and outside influences (Reid, 2019). 

This cultural hybridity is not only a response to globalization but also reflects a dynamic 

and flexible cultural identity. Cultures in Southeast Asia are not only passive recipients of 

outside influences but also active agents that create something new from the mix. This shows 

that cultural identities in Southeast Asia are not rigid but continue to evolve and transform 

according to the existing social and historical context (Goh, 2022). 

4. Implications and Challenges Ahead 

The results of this study show that identity culture in Southeast Asia is in a complex 

and dynamic situation. Globalization, with all its positive and negative impacts, has changed 

the way people in the region perceive and express their cultural identity. On the one hand, 

there is a great opportunity to promote and preserve local culture through new technologies 
and media. On the other hand, great challenges remain in maintaining cultural diversity and 

uniqueness amid the pressure of global homogenization. 

One of the biggest challenges ahead is how countries in Southeast Asia can maintain 

their cultural identities while still participating in the global economy. This requires policies 

that support cultural education, the promotion of local arts and heritage, and the protection 

of endangered languages and traditions. In addition, it is important to involve the younger 

generation in cultural preservation efforts so that they not only become consumers of global 

culture but also inheritors and preservationists of local culture (Nguyen, 2019). 

This research also highlights the need for further study of how globalization affects cultural 

identity at the individual and community levels. Future studies can deepen our understanding 

of how cultural identities in Southeast Asia continue to evolve and transform in this era of 

globalization. 

 

CONCLUSION 

This research has revealed that identity culture in Southeast Asia is a dynamic and 

complex entity that continues to evolve along with the interaction between local traditions 

and global influences. The region's cultural diversity not only reflects its rich historical heritage 

but also demonstrates the ability of Southeast Asian people to adapt and respond to global 

changes. In the context of globalization, identity culture in Southeast Asia faces major 

challenges, especially related to cultural homogenization and the potential loss of local cultural 

uniqueness. 

However, this study also shows that people in Southeast Asia are not passive in the 

face of globalization. Instead, they have succeeded in creating new forms of cultural hybridity, 

which combine traditional elements with global influences, resulting in a unique and ever-

evolving cultural identity. This hybridity is a testament to the region's flexibility and cultural 

dynamics, which are able to transform while still retaining their local essence. 

The implication of these findings is the need for greater efforts to preserve and 

promote cultural diversity in Southeast Asia, especially in the midst of growing globalization. 

These include policies that support cultural education, the promotion of local arts and 

heritage, and the protection of endangered languages and traditions. The younger generation 
must be actively involved in this effort so that they can become the heirs and preservationists 

of this rich culture. 

Overall, cultural identity in Southeast Asia is a reflection of a long history of interaction 

between various local and global forces. In facing the future, the challenges and opportunities 

that exist require special attention so that the cultural identity in this region remains alive and 
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relevant in the midst of changing times. Further research is needed to dig deeper into how 

identity culture in Southeast Asia will continue to evolve in an ever-changing global context 
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