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ABSTRACT
This research aims to explore and identify innovations in the Islamic | Keywords:
education curriculum in the digital era, focusing on the challenges and | Curriculum, Digital
opportunities faced in its implementation. The development of digital | Era, Islamic
technology has brought significant changes to the world of education, | Education, Inovation,
including Islamic education. This study uses a qualitative approach with a
literature study method. The results of the study show that innovations in
the Islamic education curriculum in the digital era must include the
integration of technology that is in line with Islamic values, the development
of digital competencies for educators, and the update of the curriculum that
is flexible and adaptive to technological changes. The study also found that
despite significant challenges, such as resistance to change and limited
resources, the opportunities to improve the quality of Islamic education
through technology are enormous. With the right approach, digital
technology can be used to enrich learning, expand access to education, and
build a generation of digitally competent Muslims who are firm in Islamic
values.

INTRODUCTION

The rapid development of digital technology has brought significant changes in
various aspects of life, including in the field of education. The digital era not only
offers various eases of access to information but also demands a transformation in
learning methods and approaches (Mansir, 2020; Rahmawati & Supriyanto, 2023). In
the context of Islamic education, this poses challenges and opportunities that require
serious attention.

On the one hand, the digital era provides various tools and platforms that can be
used to enrich the learning process, such as e-learning, mobile-based educational
applications, and social media. This technology allows for more interactive and
engaging material delivery, and allows for more flexible and personalized learning
(Oktavia & Khotimah, 2023; Syaiful dkk., 2021, Wadmany & Melamed, 2018). In
addition, access to Islamic educational resources has become wider and easily
accessible to various groups.

However, on the other hand, digitalization also presents complex challenges,
especially in maintaining the authenticity and basic values of Islamic education
(Kholifah, 2022; Rahmawati & Supriyanto, 2023). There are concerns about the
negative impact of unverified information, content that is not in accordance with
Islamic values, as well as the potential misuse of technology in the context of education
(Albantany, 2021; Lestari, t.t.). In addition, there are challenges in terms of the
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readiness of human resources, both in terms of teacher competence and supporting
infrastructure, to adopt and integrate digital technology into the Islamic education
curriculum (Fauzian & Fauzi, 2018).

Therefore, this study aims to explore and identify innovations that can be
applied in the Islamic education curriculum in the digital era, as well as analyze the
challenges and opportunities that arise from the application of this technology. This
research is expected to make a real contribution to the development of a curriculum
that is relevant and adaptive to the development of the times, while maintaining the
integrity and essence of Islamic education.

This research not only explores the use of digital technology in Islamic
education, but also integrates it holistically into the curriculum. This includes
developing learning strategies that utilize technology to support Islamic values,
maintaining a balance between technology and tradition, and identifying effective
methods in transforming Islamic education in the digital age. One of the aspects of
novelty in this study is the development of a curriculum model that is adaptive to
technological changes. This model is designed to be flexible in accommodating
technological innovations without sacrificing the core of Islamic education. This
research offers a new approach in how the curriculum can be continuously updated
along with technological advancements.

This research provides an in-depth contextual analysis of the challenges and
opportunities faced in integrating digital technology into Islamic education. This
includes consideration of various local and global factors, as well as offering solutions
tailored to the specific needs of various Islamic educational institutions. The research
highlights the use of the latest technologies, such as artificial intelligence (Al), virtual
reality (VR), and blockchain, in the context of Islamic education. This is a significant
novelty because most previous studies have not extensively discussed the application
of these technologies in Islamic education.

Thus, this research offers a comprehensive new perspective in understanding
and developing Islamic education curriculum innovations in the digital era. This
novelty is expected to make a meaningful contribution to the development of Islamic
education curriculum that is not only relevant to the times, but also able to produce
graduates who are competent in utilizing technology positively in their lives as
Muslim individuals.

METHOD

This study uses a qualitative approach with a literature study research method
(Creswell, 2009; Sugiono, 2015). Primary data sources are taken from scientific
writings such as journals and books related to Islamic education curriculum
innovation, while secondary data sources are taken from other writings that can
support the collection of data on Islamic education curriculum innovation. Data is
collected through observation and documentation, then analyzed using qualitative
analysis with a scheme collected, selected and sorted, then interpreted to produce the
required data analysis.
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RESULTS AND DISCUSSION
1. Basic Concepts of Islamic Education Curriculum

The Islamic education curriculum is a basic framework used to compile,
organize, and implement education based on Islamic values. In understanding and
developing this curriculum, a multidisciplinary perspective is very important because
it allows the integration of various approaches to create a holistic, adaptive, and
relevant curriculum.

From the perspective of Islamic theology, the Islamic education curriculum must
be based on strong values of aqgidah (faith) and morals (Firdaus & Fauzian, 2020).
Islamic theology emphasizes the importance of forming a person of faith and noble
character through learning that emphasizes the understanding and practice of the
teachings of the Qur'an and Hadith. This perspective emphasizes that the main goal
of Islamic education is to foster a generation that believes and fears Allah, and is able
to apply Islamic values in daily life.

Islamic philosophy of education emphasizes Islamic epistemology, which
includes ways of acquiring knowledge in accordance with Islamic teachings (Basri,
2009; Nata, 1997; Zuhairini, 2012). It includes the integration of religious science and
general science in the curriculum, with the aim of creating a balance between worldly
and ukhrawi. In Islamic philosophy of education, the concepts of tarbiyah (moral and
spiritual education), ta'lim (teaching), and ta'dib (moral discipline) are the three main
elements that must be integrated in the curriculum to ensure that students not only
learn cognitively but also develop morally and spiritually.

From the point of view of educational psychology, the Islamic education
curriculum must be designed to support the development of students' character and
personality in accordance with Islamic values. It includes the balanced development
of the cognitive, affective, and psychomotor aspects of students (Fauzian, 2020).
Islamic educational psychology emphasizes the importance of a personalized and
different approach for each student, considering that each individual has unique
potential and character. Therefore, the curriculum must be flexible and adaptive to
meet diverse learning needs.

The sociology of education sees the curriculum as a tool to integrate Islamic
social values into society. This means that the curriculum must reflect values such as
justice, tolerance, mutual cooperation, and Islamic ukhuwah, which will help shape
individuals who are not only faithful but also contribute positively to society. The
Islamic education curriculum must also pay attention to the socio-cultural context in
which the education takes place. This means that the curriculum must be relevant to
the social needs and challenges in society, as well as be able to answer contemporary
issues facing Muslims.

In the digital age, educational technology offers an opportunity to develop a
more interactive and accessible curriculum (Abdul Ghani Azmi, 2020; Marianingsih
dkk., 2021; Nikmatullah dkk., 2023). This perspective emphasizes the importance of
integrating technology in the Islamic education curriculum to support effective and
efficient learning, without neglecting the essence and values of Islam. Educational
technology also highlights the importance of using e-learning and digital media to
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enrich the learning process (Hattie, 2013). The curriculum must be designed to make
optimal use of these technologies, so that students can learn in a more dynamic and
globally connected environment.

From the point of view of educational economics, the curriculum must be
designed for efficiency and sustainability. This includes the proper allocation of
resources, be it in the form of time, energy, or funds, to ensure that Islamic education
is accessible to all levels of society without losing its quality. The Islamic education
curriculum should also be seen as a long-term investment in building a prosperous
and competitive society, with graduates who are able to contribute productively in
various fields, both in religious and professional contexts.

The Islamic education curriculum must be adapted to the legal framework and
national education policy, while still maintaining Islamic identity. This includes
adjustments to national education standards, as well as the fulfillment of accreditation
and other regulatory requirements. This perspective also emphasizes the need for
inclusive policies, ensuring that the Islamic education curriculum is accessible to all
groups of society, including those in remote areas or with special needs. By combining
these various perspectives, the Islamic education curriculum can be developed to be
more comprehensive, adaptive, and relevant, both in responding to the challenges of
the times and in fulfilling the main goals of Islamic education.

2. The Role of Digital Technology in Islamic Education

Digital technology has become an essential component in many aspects of life,
including education (Lin & Yu, 2024). In the context of Islamic education, digital
technology offers opportunities and challenges that can be reviewed from various
perspectives (Rahmawati & Supriyanto, 2023). Digital technology allows for the wider
and effective spread of Islamic teachings. Through digital platforms, such as social
media, podcasts, and mobile applications, Islamic values can be taught and
disseminated to various levels of society, including the younger generation who are
very familiar with technology. Technology can be used to convey Islamic moral and
ethical messages in an engaging and interactive way. For example, applications and
games based on Islamic values can help children and adolescents develop good
morals in the environment they are familiar with, namely the digital world.

Digital technology allows for a more seamless integration of religious science
and science in the Islamic education curriculum. E-learning and digital platforms can
be used to teach a variety of disciplines while maintaining Islamic principles, allowing
for a holistic approach to education (Hattie, 2013). With digital technology,
educational resources such as classic books, commentaries on the Qur'an, and hadith
can be accessed easily and quickly (Mohd Zainadi & Ismail, 2023). This supports
independent learning and enriches the curriculum with a variety of relevant
perspectives.

Digital technology allows for a learning approach tailored to the needs and
potential of the individual. Through data analytics, learning platforms can provide
content tailored to each student's abilities and interests, supporting optimal
development in Islamic education (Albantany, 2021). Digital media can increase
student engagement and motivation in learning. The use of gamification and
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interactivity in learning can make Islamic education more interesting and relevant for
the younger generation.

Digital technology plays an important role in reaching groups of people who
were previously difficult to reach by conventional Islamic education, such as those in
remote areas or with physical limitations. E-learning and online classes open access to
a wider and more inclusive Islamic education. Digital technology allows the formation
of online learning communities where students, teachers, and the community can
interact, share knowledge, and discuss Islamic issues. It helps build networks and
solidarity among Muslims around the world.

Digital technology allows the development of new learning methods that are
more interactive, visual, and easy to understand. For example, the use of virtual reality
(VR) to visualize Islamic history or the pilgrimage can provide a more immersive and
memorable learning experience (Fauzian, 2022; Han, 2022). Digital technology allows
the application of e-learning and blended learning models in Islamic education, where
face-to-face learning is combined with online learning. It provides flexibility of time
and place, so students can learn at their own pace.

Digital technology can reduce the cost of education by minimizing the need for
physical infrastructure, such as school buildings, and expanding the reach of
education through online platforms. This makes Islamic education more affordable
for various groups. The development of Islamic-based applications, e-learning
platforms, and digital content opens up new economic opportunities in the education
industry. This can create jobs and drive a knowledge-based economy in Muslim
communities.

In adopting digital technology, Islamic educational institutions must comply
with applicable regulations and standards, both related to the protection of personal
data, copyright, and educational content. Clear policies are needed to ensure the safe
and responsible use of technology. Government policies are urgently needed to ensure
that digital technology is equally accessible throughout the region, including in
underdeveloped areas. This will ensure that all students, including in Islamic
educational institutions, have the same opportunity to take advantage of digital
technology.

In the use of digital technology, it is important to ensure that the content accessed
by students is in accordance with Islamic values. The use of parental filtering and
control tools, as well as education on digital ethics, is essential to maintain morality in
the digital age. Technology must be used responsibly, ensuring that it supports the
goals of Islamic education and does not become a distraction or source of information
that is inconsistent with the teachings of Islam. Education about digital literacy is also
important so that students understand how to use technology wisely.

By considering the role of digital technology from these various perspectives,
Islamic education can be optimized to meet the needs of the times without losing its
essence. The thoughtful and strategic integration of digital technology in Islamic
education can help create a generation of Muslims who are competent in the digital
world while also being strong in faith and morals.
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3. Islamic Education Curriculum Innovation in the Digital Era

In today's digital era, the world of education, including Islamic education, faces
unique challenges and opportunities. Digital technology has brought about significant
changes in the way we access, manage, and disseminate knowledge. Therefore,
innovations in the Islamic education curriculum are very important to ensure its
relevance and effectiveness in the midst of rapid technological developments. The use
of e-learning platforms allows students to access Islamic educational materials from
anywhere and anytime. Blended learning, which combines face-to-face learning with
online learning, can increase the flexibility and effectiveness of the learning process.

Mobile applications designed specifically for Islamic education, such as Qur'an,
hadith, and figh learning apps, as well as interactive digital media, can be used to
enrich the curriculum and make learning more engaging and accessible. The use of
game elements in learning, such as points, levels, and challenges, can increase student
motivation and engagement. For example, an app that teaches Islamic history through
interactive games or quizzes can make the material more engaging and enjoyable. VR
and AR technology can be used to create immersive learning experiences, such as
virtual tours of Islamic historical sites or interactive simulations of hajj rituals.

Technology allows for the development of an adaptive curriculum, where
learning content can be tailored to the individual needs and abilities of students. It
helps in paying special attention to each student's weaknesses and strengths, as well
as supporting their development optimally. Through data analysis, teachers can track
student progress in more detail and adjust teaching strategies to improve learning
outcomes. Technology

Digital platforms allow students and teachers from different locations to
collaborate and share knowledge. This can be in the form of online discussions, joint
projects, or learning communities connected through social media (Bashah & Zulkifli,
2022; Salsabila dkk., 2022). With the support of technology, learning communities
consisting of students, teachers, and practitioners can be formed online, supporting
more interactive and network-based learning. It also allows for the exchange of ideas
and understanding across cultures and geographies.

The Islamic education curriculum needs to include contemporary issues such as
digital ethics, human rights in an Islamic perspective, and social responsibility in the
digital era. This ensures that Islamic education remains relevant and able to answer
the challenges of the times. Subjects such as science, technology, and economics
should be integrated with Islamic principles, creating a balanced curriculum between
religious science and general science.

Curriculum innovation must be accompanied by an increase in the digital
competence of teachers. Training on the use of digital tools and platforms, as well as
how to integrate them into the learning process, is essential for the success of these
innovations. In addition to Islamic content, the curriculum also needs to include
digital literacy education that teaches students how to use technology ethically and
effectively in daily life. To support curriculum innovation, Islamic schools need to be
equipped with adequate technological infrastructure, including fast internet access,
appropriate hardware and software, and reliable technical support. Cooperation with
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technology companies can help Islamic educational institutions in accessing and
implementing appropriate technology solutions.

One of the main challenges is resistance to change, both from teaching staff and
parents. Solutions to this include good socialization, training, and the provision of
evidence of the success of the application of technology in Islamic education. The
curriculum needs to be designed in such a way that it can continue to develop and
adapt to technological changes and the needs of the times, while still maintaining the
essence and values of Islam.

Innovation of Islamic education curriculum in the digital era must be seen as an
opportunity to enrich and strengthen Islamic education, not as a threat. By utilizing
technology wisely and strategically, Islamic education can become more inclusive,
relevant, and effective in shaping a generation of Muslims who are able to face the
challenges of modern times while remaining firm in Islamic values.

4. Challenges in the Implementation of Islamic Education Curriculum
Innovation

The implementation of innovations in the Islamic education curriculum in the
digital era faces various challenges that require special attention (Rahmawati &
Supriyanto, 2023). These challenges can have an impact on the effectiveness and
success of the innovations implemented. Many educational institutions, teachers, and
parents may show resistance to change, especially if they are used to traditional
teaching methods. Hold seminars, workshops and training sessions to explain the
benefits of innovation and how change can improve educational outcomes (Mansir,
2020).

Some educational institutions may face limitations in terms of access to adequate
hardware, software, or internet connections. Invest in the necessary technological
infrastructure, including computers, tablets, and a stable internet connection. Work
with a technology company or non-profit organization to get support or sponsorship
that can help provide the necessary equipment and resources. Developing learning
content that is in accordance with Islamic values and relevant to the latest technology
can be challenging. Working closely with Islamic education and technology experts to
develop content that balances religious values and modern educational needs.
Designing a curriculum that is flexible and easy to adapt to technological
developments and student needs.

Using digital technology can cause issues related to data security, privacy, and
ethics in the use of technology. Provide education on digital literacy to students,
teachers, and parents to understand how to use technology safely and ethically
(Likasari & Kholidah, 2023; Prihatini & Muhid, 2021). Develop internal policies and
regulations to protect personal data and ensure the use of technology in accordance
with ethical standards. Over-reliance on technology can reduce students' basic skills
and abilities in non-digital aspects. Integrating technology with traditional learning
approaches, ensuring that students still have the necessary foundational skills.
Conduct periodic evaluations to ensure that the use of technology does not override
important aspects of Islamic education.
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The implementation of technology and curriculum innovation entails significant
costs for hardware, software, training, and maintenance. Plan a realistic budget for
initial investment and long-term maintenance costs. Seek additional funding sources
through sponsorships, donations, or grants to support implementation costs.
Measuring the effectiveness of curriculum innovation in improving educational
outcomes and how technology affects learning can be difficult. Develop evaluation
tools and methods that can measure the impact of technology on learning and
curriculum achievement. Collect feedback from students, teachers, and parents on a
regular basis and make adjustments to the curriculum and teaching methods based
on the results of the evaluation.

Overcoming the challenges of implementing Islamic education curriculum
innovations in the digital era requires a comprehensive and coordinated approach. By
understanding these challenges and adopting the right solutions, Islamic educational
institutions can effectively utilize digital technologies to improve the quality of
education and the relevance of curriculum in an ever-evolving world.

5. Opportunities Offered by the Digital Age

The digital era opens up various opportunities for Islamic education to develop
and adapt to the needs of the times. Digital technologies can enrich learning
experiences, expand educational reach, and improve teaching effectiveness (Aziz &
Rahmah, 2023; Husain, 2021). Digital technology allows access to a wide range of
Islamic educational resources from around the world, such as classical books, tafsir,
hadiths, and scientific articles, through the internet. This makes it easier for students
and teachers to gain broad and in-depth knowledge. With e-books and digital
libraries, learning materials can be accessed anytime and from anywhere, reducing
physical limitations and increasing accessibility.

The e-learning and blended learning models allow students to learn online or
through a combination of face-to-face and online (I Made Tegeh dkk., 2023; Rinda
Fauzian, M Gufron Fauzi, 2021). This provides flexibility in time and place, as well as
allowing for learning that is more in line with each student's rhythm. Technology
allows for the development of a curriculum tailored to the individual needs and
abilities of students. Adaptive systems can adjust the content and teaching methods
based on student progress.

Gamification and interactive learning tools can increase student motivation and
engagement. The use of applications and games based on Islamic values can make the
learning process more interesting and fun. VR and simulation technology can be used
to create immersive learning experiences, such as exploring Islamic historical sites or
practicing worship virtually. The digital age offers an opportunity to teach important
digital literacy skills, such as how to use technology effectively, digital ethics, and
online safety. These skills are especially relevant in an increasingly digitally connected
world. Integrating technology skills in the Islamic education curriculum can prepare
students for careers in various fields of technology, helping them become competent
professionals in the digital world.

Technology allows for collaborative learning where students from different
locations can work together on projects or discussions. It helps to build networks and
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share knowledge with the global community. Online platforms and social media allow
for the formation of learning communities where students, teachers, and practitioners
can interact, discuss, and share information with each other. Digital technology
provides a platform for the wider delivery of da'wah and Islamic teachings. Through
blogs, videos, podcasts, and social media, Islamic messages can be spread to a global
audience quickly and effectively. Technology enables the implementation of
awareness campaigns on Islamic values and relevant social issues, reaching a wider
audience and increasing public understanding and concern.

The use of digital tools such as interactive whiteboards, learning apps, and video
conferencing platforms can enrich teaching methods and increase interactivity in the
classroom. The creation and use of innovative digital content, such as learning videos,
infographics, and interactive modules, can help deliver Islamic educational materials
in a more engaging and easy-to-understand way (Alhusaini dkk., 2021; Ali dkk., 2024).
The digital era offers various opportunities to enrich and improve Islamic education.
By utilizing technology wisely and strategically, Islamic education can become more
inclusive, relevant, and effective, and can reach a wider audience. The implementation
of technology must be carried out with careful planning and accompanied by
adequate training and support to ensure that the benefits of technology can be
optimally felt by all elements of education.

CONCLUSION

Innovations in the Islamic education curriculum in the digital era offer great
opportunities to improve the quality and relevance of education, but also present
challenges that need to be overcome with the right strategies. The integration of digital
technology in Islamic education can enrich the learning process, making it more
interactive, flexible, and in accordance with the needs of the times. Technologies such
as e-learning, mobile apps, and other digital media have the potential to expand access
to Islamic education and increase student engagement. However, the success of this
integration is highly dependent on the readiness of human resources, especially
teachers and education managers, as well as adequate infrastructure. The main
challenges faced include resistance to change, technological limitations in some
regions, and concerns about the negative impact of digitalization on the authenticity
of Islamic values. There is a need for continuous training for educators in the use of
digital technology, the development of educational policies that support technological
innovation, and cooperation between Islamic educational institutions and technology
providers to ensure effective and sustainable implementation. This research provides
an important foundation for further development in an effort to optimize the potential
of the digital era for Islamic education.
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